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Mellon Music Festival announces its Inaugural Concerts: 

Bringing Classical Music to the People of Davis 
Passionate chamber music concerts with the finest musicians from around the world 

 

Davis, CA – The Mellon Music Festival (MMF) launches this year in Davis from May 25 to May 

27 with four exhilarating chamber music concerts featuring music from Mozart to Autumn 

Leaves, staged in some of the town’s less conventional performance settings. The 2018 inaugural 

season invites ten of the world’s foremost young professionals to converge in Davis to perform 

some of music history’s most beloved treasures. 

 

As Artistic Director of MMF, Davis Senior High School graduate and cellist Eunghee Cho 

wanted to challenge traditional notions of classical music performance by creating an inclusive 

and community-oriented environment while continuing to provide high-quality performances of 

life-changing repertoire. With generous support from the City of Davis Cultural Arts & Cultural 

Affairs Fund and local Davis businesses, the inaugural MMF will take place in Eunghee’s 

beloved hometown of Davis, CA because he believes there is huge potential for this festival to 

have a positive impact on the community. He hopes the festival will continue to grow as the 

years pass and continue to enrich the lives of those who give classical music a chance. 

 

The inaugural festival will feature four concert performances in Davis, CA with performances 

and collaborations by prizewinners of major international competitions and principal musicians 

of the nation’s symphony orchestras who have been invited to perform on major stages all 

mailto:eunghee@mellonmusicfestival.com


around North and South America, Europe, and Asia. Over the past year, MMF’s Preview 

Concert Series presented three sets of concerts in venues ranging from churches to Davis’s 

famous breweries, all leading up to the inaugural festival. The first preview concerts featured a 

cello choir comprised of some of the area’s finest cellists as well as performances of Sergei 

Rachmaninov’s luscious Cello sonata and a fiery tango by Astor Piazzolla. In January of this 

year, musicians from the nation’s top conservatories gathered in Davis to present a Spain-

inspired program that synthesized melancholy, passion, joy, and heartbreak. Finally, last March 

the Boston-based Cello Quartet “Holes in the Floor” performed some never-before-heard music 

as part of a program that spanned more than 400 years, including the highly acclaimed Suite #2 

for Cello Quartet by Jeremy Crosmer. (click here to see videos from these concerts) 

 

Mellon Music Festival Details 

 

“Opening Night:” March 25, 7:30pm – John Natsoulas Gallery 

MMF’s inaugural performance will take place in Davis’s vibrant John Natsoulas Gallery 

featuring a luxurious yet sensitive work by one of America’s leading composers: Amy Beach. 

Independent from her standing as the country’s first internationally prominent female composer, 

Amy Beach’s succinct piano trio is a true gem within the classical music repertoire. The trio will 

be joined by an all-out jazz work by the Russian Nikolai Kapustin as well as the famous Terzetto 

written by Bohemian composer Antonín Dvořák for a young chemistry student, who 

unfortunately found the part excessively difficult and was incapable of performing the work. The 

concert will end with Dmitri Shostakovich’s 8th String Quartet: the aural manifestation of pain 

and sorrow resulting from the psychological and physical oppression of a totalitarian regime – an 

experience unfortunately not so unfamiliar to the present-day condition. 

 

“Daniel Hsu & Friends:” March 26, 7:30pm – John Natsoulas Gallery 

Featuring the 2017 Van Cliburn International Piano Competition Bronze Medalist, Daniel Hsu – 

this concert will prove exactly how emotionally and physically overwhelming the piano can be. 

Characterized by the Philadelphia Inquirer as a “poet…[with] an expressive edge to his playing 

that charms, questions, and coaxes,” the 20-year old American pianist will present a program of 

simultaneously intoxicating and provocative solo piano music. The night will conclude with 

Schumann’s famous E-flat Piano Quartet - it wouldn’t be an overstatement to describe the third 

movement of the work as one of the most heart-wrenching aural experiences in the complete 

western musical canon. 

 

“Summer Soirée” March 27, 2pm* – RepowerYolo 

If you’re interested in experiencing some spirited, yet touching knock-your-socks-off music, join 

the MMF Artists for a FREE afternoon concert at Davis’s new RepowerYolo headquarters in 

downtown. To all of you flute lovers, internationally acclaimed South Korean flutist Ieseul Kim 

will be joined by MMF artists in a performance of the embodiment of classical flute music: 

Mozart’s D Major Flute Quartet. Without an intermission, this 50-minute transient program will 

include the popular French song, Autumn Leaves, an action-packed Danish folk dance that 

combines traditional folk melodies with Rock & Roll, and will conclude with Dvorak’s personal 

experience with the spirit of America: his famous “American” String Quartet. 

 

“Grand Finale” March 27, 7:30pm – Richard Brunelle Performance Hall 
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MMF artists will be joined for the “Grand Finale” by the 2018 MMF High School Honors 

Ensemble Competition winners, the Amati Trio, who will perform two movements from 

Mendelssohn’s stormy C minor Piano Trio. First Prize winners of the 2015 Sacramento State 

School of Music’s Chamber Music Competition, the ferociously talented members of the Amati 

Trio are each current students of Davis Senior High School and are regularly invited to perform 

in numerous settings as representatives for the Davis Schools Music Program. The program will 

open with the equally luscious and poignant Flute Sonata by Poulenc followed by Davis Senior 

High School’s Amati Trio. The Inaugural 2018 Mellon Music Festival will close with one of 

classical music’s indisputable masterpieces: Felix Mendelssohn’s String Octet, conceived and 

completed at the ripe age of 16. MMF artists will be joined on the octet by an exciting surprise 

guest artist! 

 

Concerts: (read more about program details here) 

May 25, 2018, 7:30pm | Inaugural Opening Night | John Natsoulas Art Gallery 

May 26, 2018, 7:30pm | Daniel Hsu & Friends | John Natsoulas Art Gallery 

*May 27, 2018, 2:00pm | Summer Soirée | RepowerYolo 

May 27, 2018, 7:30pm | Grand Finale | Richard Brunelle Performance Hall 

 

Admission: 

Tickets can be purchased at the door by cash or check 

$10 – general admission 

$5 – students w/ valid ID 

FREE – Ages 18 & under 

 

*FREE – general admission! 

 

Festival Artists: (read more about each of the artists here) 

Katherine Arndt/violin, Yale School of Music 

Eunghee Cho/cello, New England Conservatory of Music 

Daniel Hsu/piano, Curtis Institute of Music 

Ieseul Kim/flute, University of Southern California 

Hayaka Komatsu/viola, Yale School of Music 

Kenneth Liao/violin, New World Symphony 

Charlotte Malin/viola, Hudson Valley Philharmonic 

Tatjana Roos/violin, New England Conservatory of Music 

Tomomi Sato/piano, The Juilliard School 

Joy Yanai/cello, New England Conservatory of Music 

 

 

Mellon Music Festival promotes the awareness of and appreciation for diversity through the 

medium of classical music performance. Through community-level partnership and 

collaborations between the finest young artists from around the world, MMF strives to bridge 

cultural divides in our world using the surprising power of classical music. Learn more at 

www.mellonmusicfestival.com. 
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The City of Davis Arts & Cultural Affairs Program supports community-based arts projects, 

cultural opportunities, and education initiatives that foster excellence, diversity, and vitality in 

the arts. The program is the clearinghouse for all creative activity in the City of Davis 

government, and serves the entire Davis community. We develop community partnerships, 

explore best practices, manage the public art collection, and support Civic Arts Commission 

initiatives. 


